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The effect of COVID-19 on the 2020 Census
By Bonnie DeShong 

 
 Every 10 years the U.S. Census is 

taken. This has been a law since 1790 
when The U.S. Constitution gave 
Congress the directive to count every 
person living in the newly created 
United States of America, and to use 
that count to determine representa-
tion in the Congress. 

Skip ahead many years to 2020 and, 
with the lack of civics classes, quite a few 
people do not understand the need for, 
or the reason behind, completing the 
Census questionnaire. Because of the 
low turnout in 2010, many Black, 
brown, and immigrant communities 
were not counted and received less 
money that would have been put into 
schools, hospitals, community infra-
structure, programs and political repre-
sentation just to name a few things. 

To increase awareness and the 2020 
count, the government allocated dollars 
to non-profit partners to go into the 
community and educate the residents 

to give them the understanding how 
completing the census would benefit 
them.  

These non-profit agencies were doing 
great jobs connecting to the residents of 
the community by having rallies, going 
into senior homes, distributing flyers, 
hosting townhall meetings, meeting at 
colleges, and giving instruction on fill-
ing out the forms online, until the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit.  With the 
stay-at-home order and not being able 
to communicate with one another, 
things came to a halt while agencies 
tried to come up with another virtual 
way to get the message out. There are 
virtual townhall meetings, social media 
campaigns and newsletters being email- 
ed. However, the momentum slowed 
significantly. So many people do not 
have access to social media or the virtual 
world. 

We are now in the fourth month of 
COVID-19 and as things are opening 
up a little the agencies are slowly getting 
back into the streets.  

I am proud to say that I am a part of 
two agencies that are in partnerships 
that are working hard to enlighten our 
communities to be counted.  South 
Central Community Services, Inc., is 
part of the Black Community Provider 
Network. SCCA services the Chatham, 
Avalon, and part of the South Shore ar-
eas. PLCCA, Inc., is partners with the 
Counting on Chicago Coalition and 

services Maywood and the western sub-
urbs.   

We are masking and gloving up and 
joining the peace marches, distributing 
food and masks, putting fliers in doors 
to make sure that our undercounted 
communities are aware of what com-
pleting the Census really means to 
them. 

COVID-19 almost killed the mis-

sion, but it did not. We will be count-
ed; we will have a voice in what hap-
pens in and to our communities; and 
we will have a positive future for our 
children. 

Complete the 2020 Census by visit-
ing www.2020census.com. It is confi-
dential. 

Until next time, keep your EYE to 
the sky! 

Chicagoans marching united in protest over murder of George Floyd
By Samantha Latson 

 
Loud cries and chants filled down-

town Chicago streets, voices of a new 
generation lifting toward the sky-
scrapers in this town where Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. once marched for 
freedom and equality, which for 
African Americans nationwide re-
mains an American dream. 

“Say their names,” protestors chant-
ed. “Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, 
Ahmaud Arbery...”  

Men, women, even children 
marched through the streets with 
shouts of: “No justice, no peace!” and 
“Black Lives Matter!” 

Most of the crowd of estimated 
hundreds this past weekend that 
flowed from Federal Plaza to Michi-
gan Avenue and the Magnificent 
Mile as well as to other Loop streets 
were young people—white, Black 
and brown—who echoed a united 
call for change.  

There’s is an unwavering call for 
equality and justice, one that indeed 
has ignited across the country like 
wildfire in the wake of George Floyd’s 
death. And with funeral services con-
tinuing this weekend for Floyd, the 
African-American man who died on 
May 25, saying, “I can’t breathe” and 
with the knee of a Minneapolis police 
officer on his neck, the call for justice 
and protests are likely to continue for 
days, if not weeks. 

Millennials of all races united in 
protests sparked by what many are 
calling the murder of Floyd, 46, who 
died while now former Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin pressed 
his knee against his neck.  

Chauvin, who is white, has been 
charged with second-degree murder 
and second-degree manslaughter. Ap-
pearing on a closed-circuit television 
feed at a hearing on Monday June 8, at 
the Hennepin County courthouse, 
wearing an orange jumpsuit and a blue 
mask, Chauvin had his bail set at as 
much as $1.25 million. He has been in 
jail since being arrested on May 29.  

The three officers at the scene during 
Floyd’s death—J. Alexander Kueng, 
Thomas Lane and Tou-Thao have since 
been arrested and are charged with aid-
ing and abetting second-degree murder 
and aiding and abetting second-degree 
manslaughter.  Bail was set at $750,000 
each. 

A conviction on charges of second-de-
gree murder or aiding and abetting sec-
ond-degree murder carry a penalty of 

up to 40 years in prison. A manslaugh-
ter or aiding and abetting manslaughter 
conviction carry a maximum 10 years 
in prison.  

Protestors calling for an end to police 
violence against Blacks also seek the ar-
rest of the three other officers on 
charges of murder. Indeed protests 
nationwide over Floyd’s death 
have sparked unrest in major 
cities, including New York, Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, Seattle and even 
smaller cities like Louisville, Ken-
tucky.  

Most of the protestors have report-
edly been peaceful. But looting and 
the setting ablaze of businesses and 
buildings by some has marred largely 
peacful protests over the last week, 
which have played out live on news 
broadcasts with fiery scenes and also 

sign read. 
Indeed the crowd was a rainbow 

coalition. 
A Middle Eastern woman stood on 

top of her car wrapped in a hijab, 
with a sign in her right hand, saying, 
“Protect Black lives,” and a Black 
Power fist raised in the other. 

“With everything that’s been occur-
ring with police brutality, it’s hitting 
my closest friends and family,”said 
Giovanni Vargas, 20. “This hits 
home. As a Latino, I have a duty to 
stand up for Black lives and continue 
to fight against the struggle, to even-
tually come to a revolution because 
this s—- isn’t OK.”   

Hailey Williamson 20, of west sub-
urban River Forest, explained why it’s 
important for her as a white woman 
to protest. 

“I grew up with parents who always 
encouraged me to not care about an 
individual’s race. I cared about the is-
sues of police brutality in the past,” 
Williamson said. “But ignorantly, I 
would always tell myself I’m not 
racist.   

“Right now, I live with a Black 
man,” Williamson added. “Seeing 
his physical reaction to seeing a man 
who looks like him murdered, and 
watching the video is why I’m out 
here. It’s in my home now.” 

While for some, seeing is believing, 
for African Americans the continual 
emergence in recent years of video-
tape documenting the horrors that 
Blacks have suffered for centuries at 
the hands of white police officers is 
only proof of what they’ve always 
known and lived. The proof and the 

with heavily armed law enforcement 
officers unleashing rubber bullets, 
flash bangs and teargas on protestors, 
and the mobilization of the National 
Guard. 

The downtown Chicago protests 
this past weekend were mostly peac-
ful, at least while daylight lasted, al-
though by nightfall the city was en-
gulfed in widespread looting down- 
town that spread to other areas.  

Earlier, cars honked repeatedly ex-
pressing solidarity with every honk. 
People braved the pandemic. Most 
wearing masks, and chanting, lifting 
homemade signs or even lying atop 
cars as they raised their voices in 
agreement that American injustice 
against Black lives must end now.  

“This is the generation that breaks 
curses, and Black lives matter,” one (Continued on page 18)
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